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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_....
100-1123 24 September 1987 Washington DC
SOUTH TEXAS POPULATION BOOM. The United States Bureau of the Census has just
advised your Congressman about the incredible rise in human population in our
15th Congressional District--and big portions of the increase are focused within
the Rio Grande Valley.
As most all know, the Census Bureau conducted a massive census survey
1n 1980, and will do so again in 1990. The figures just released represent
the mid-decade report on population estimates, and the report is called
"Provisional Estimates of the Population of Counties: July 1, 1986."
These figures show an astonishing increase in the Valley population, and
by 1990 the numbers will be even higher. Here are some comparisons:
In the 1980 national census, Hidalgo County had a population of 283,323.
In the 1986 mid-decade survey, this County's population had increased by 29.1
percent--to 365,9001
In 1980, Cameron County's population was 209,727. In the 1986 mid-decade
report, its population had increased 22.7 percent--to 257,300.
The Starr County population in 1980 was 27,266--rising 32.4 percent in
1986 to 36,100. Willacy County's population increased only 9 percent--from
17,495 to 19,100.
In all, the four-county Valley area population stood at 537,811 after
the majoL 1980 census. The mirl-npca~e report shows this same area with 678,400.
This represents an average population increase of 21 percent in the Valley.
The 13 other counties in our .l5th district reported a total population
after the 1980 national census of 212,350 and in 1986 the mid-decade report
showed these i3 counties at 231,000--a less precipitous increase than witnessed
in the fov.-county Valley area.
The South Texas counties of Brooks, Duval, Frio, Jim Hogg, Jim Wells,
La Salle and San Patricio experienced population increases ranging from 1 percent
to 10 percent (manageable increases when compared to other localities).
Although Atascosa, McMullen, Wilson and Zapata counties had mid-decade
increases of 16.2%, 18%, 16.2%, and 30.2%--respectively--their overall population
numbers are low enough to absorb the big percentage change. And two South
Texas counties--Karnes and Live Oak--actually showed population decreases of
2.2 percent and 1.1 percent, respectively.
A.5 .:.:::. ~::nc·';J ~','~ ~~11~ ::t .very small ~ortion of Nueces County in our district
(a/k/a Calalleu), and also the city of Nixon in Gonzales County. Nueces County
increased from 26e,2~S -- ~·':'~0 to 301,600 in 1986--a 12.4 percent increase.
Gonzales County increased from 16,949 in 1980 to 18,600 in 1986--a 9.7 percent
increase.
The grand total, in 1986, for the 15th Congressional District stands at
633,000 in population. When you add Cameron and Willacy counties, the grand
total increases to 909,400.
This situation requires that we continue to support the numbers. We work
month-to-month and year-to-year with federal and state agencies to plan for
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fresh water, clean air, affordable housing, education,
protection--and the like. With our population increasing
five years, it becomes more and more important to accomplish





THE LONE SAILOR. When your Congressman was a young man, he served in the u.S.
Navy with much pride. The Navy man knows not only the excitement of service
on the high seas, bu~ also the solitude and the eerie feeling of patroling
deep ocean waters under a moonless night. It's a feeling beyond compare.
It came as a fine surprise when I received an invitation recently from
the Navy League of the United States to attend a Washington reception and receive
a bronze statue with the inscription "The Lone Sailor. H
The Secretary of the Navy and the Chief of Naval Operations--as well as
many top Navy commanders--were at this event on September 15. Our u.S. Navy
is proud of what the Navy League is accomplishing. The League has over 60,000
members and it is a civilian organization whose purpose is to keep the nation
advised on the conditions of our maritime forces (the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard and Merchant Marine).
The statue was given me as a symbol of my prior service in our U.S. Navy
and as a Member of Congress wherein I staunchly support our men and women in
the maritime forces. It was designed by sculptor Stanley Bleifeld and its
reproduction was authorized by the u.S. Navy Memorial Foundation.
The statue is proudly displayed in our Congressional office near my desk.
It shows a sailor in his traditional pea-coat with the collar turned up and
his hands in the pockets--as if he were at a moment of reflection on the deck
of his ship in cold winter seas, staring out into the dark night.
The statue really captures the feeling of the "Lone Sailor" and it shall
remain in our Washington office as a tribute to all South Texas sailors, past
and present, who know that special feeling depicted by the statue. And as
the proud father of two sons who are Navy officers, the statue will have a
further very special significance to this Seaman First Class.
iF iF it
VALLEY RESIDENT OFF TO EUROPE. We are proud to mention in this letter that
Mrs Gen Long, the President of Texas Agri-Women and a long time Mission/McAllen
resident, was chosen as a delegate by our U.S. Department of Agriculture to
join a wo·rkshop which is spending two. weeks in Hungary,Yugoslavia and Turkey.
Mrs Long left the




on September 11, and throughout the two week
leaders of farm and marketing organizations in
This USDA workshop is designed to increase our knowledge of agricultural,
economic, educational and cultural situations in these
federal funds are used to pay expenses for the delegates.
on her selection by USDA to represent Texas.
three countries. No
We applaud Mrs Long
And while we are discussing agriculture matters, your Congressman would
like to mention that September 20 through 26, 1987, has been designated by
Congress as "National Farm Safety Week" to highlight the importance of
occupational safety awareness on the farm and ranch.
The USDA tells us the rate of dangerous machinery and other accidents
on the farm and ranch have been declining--and for that we are happy and grateful
to those farmers and ranchers who have made it happen.
it
VISITORS FROM HOME. Honorable and Mrs
Pleasanton; Mrs Gen Long of Mission; Mr
R Garcia of Falfurrias; Ernesto Gonzalez
Christi; and David Merrill of Harlingen.
it
it
Taylor Brite, and Rita Vickers, of
Emilio Garza of George West; Lubin
of San Diego; Roy Smith of Corpus
it
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